NOTES ON MASONIC MEMORIAL SERVICES

Taken from a lecture given by MW Stephen Carpenter

First and foremost it should be remembers that a Memorial (or Funeral) Service is presented for the benefit of the surviving wife, family members and friends of our departed Brother.  

Secondly, it should be emphasized that when conducting such a service,  it is a public display of Masonry and carries with it the responsibility of "GOOD WORK" for we too will be judged by those in attendance.

It is an obligation of the Master to contact the family upon being notified of a death and offer assistance.  See if the family wishes a memorial service, requires pall bears or other assistance if possible.  If a service is requested, he or the secretary should contract the funeral home to insure a place is set aside in which to assemble and to arrange the time of the service.

Note:  Procuring a "MASONIC" silk flower arrangement it a good idea as it could be used over and over and beside being Masonic, it would eliminate one more step in arranging for the services.

This flower arrangement would be deliver to the funeral home by the secretary (or other) with instruction that it is not to go the cemetery and will be pick up on ______ day.

One of the Officers should go in and view the lay out of the casket and chairs.  When forming line and going into the viewing room, Deacons lead, Officers and members next, then the Stewards.  The Master is escort in by the Marshal with the Chaplain following.  As soon as the Marshal delivers the Master, he drops back to the right end of the first rank.  

The Master is at the head and the Chaplain the feet.  The should not face in to the coffin, but stand at an angle so the widow and family my see and hear him.  Using the knelling rail as a guide, they should stand on either side of it.  The members should be on the opposite side of the widow and family in ranks facing them.

All the work of the memorial service is the responsibility of the Master and Chaplain except for the 23rd Psalm and the Lords Prayer.

Staffs, batons and Gavel are part of the ceremony.  To aid in the service, the Secretary can read the scroll and pass it to the Master to place in the coffin.  

Masonic services can be given for:  closed caskets and for cremated brethren whether their ashes are present or not.  Remember, the service is for the family - not the deceased brother.

