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SUBLIME

Learned students of Masonry have discovered that the work "Sublime" as applied to the degree of Master Mason is not of an antiquity of "Time Immemorial."  It seems to have made its appearance in print first about 1801.

That the degree is sublime is not a matter for discussion or proof; it is sublime if we feel it as sublime; it is just an ordinary ceremony if that is all it is to us.  The forty-seventh problem of Euclid in its absolute perfection is sublime to a mathematician; to a six year old child it is less than nothing.  The most beautiful sunset which ever thrilled the sense of color could not be sublime to a blind man, nor can the harmonies of Beethoven be sublime to a man born deaf.  If the Master Mason Degree is sublime, it is because of what it is and what it does to a man's heart.

The Master's Degree is immensely different from the two preceding ones.  It has the same externals in entry and closing; it uses also a circumambulation, a passage from scripture, has an obligation and a bringing to more light.  But its second section departs from the architectural symbolism of the first two degrees.  It is at once more human and more spiritual than the preceding degrees.  It strikes upon the heart with the effect of a great bell, heard in a silent place.  No thoughtful man ever sees this degree with any understanding of its symbolism without a sense of awe that the mind of man could place so much wisdom in so simple a vehicle, give so much light in so few words.

The Master's Degree as a whole is a symbol of old age, of wisdom, of experience.  It is a symbol of preparation for that other life which it so grandly promises.  It brings to the initiate the sprig of acacia, and tells him in one breath that a man must stand alone, even while he must lean upon the everlasting arms.  It lays before him the whole drama of man's longing for a something beyond; that tale of what ignorance and brute strength may do to destroy knowledge and virtue, even while it shows that never can darkness overcome light, evil win over what is good, error prevail over truth.

How could the degree be otherwise than sublime?  It contains the greatest thought, the most intense hope, the most sincere prayer which all mankind possesses.  From the dawn of humanity man has tried to see God.  Has believed in God.  Has struggled toward the light, often stumbling, often falling, often failing, but always stretching hands upward, winning his slow way to a little better spiritual comprehension of the Great Mystery.

In the Old Testament, JHVH, now written JEHOVAH, was the high priest's knowledge, and he could pronounce it but once a year and only when in solitude.  But it cannot be imagined that those who wrote the books of the Old Testament believed that it was the mere three syllables which possessed the secret of God, but rather that they expressed in short from the knowledge of deity which was man's greatest blessing and asset.  It is in the same way that the Master's Word must be considered; knowledge, a consciousness, a sense of oneness with the eternal verities, rather than as one, or a few syllables.

The Hiramic Legend is the sublimity of Freemasonry; the search for that which was lost, is the sublimity of life.

Never may we find it here.  You shall gaze through microscope and telescope and catch no sight of its shadow.  You shall travel in many lands near and far and see it not.  You shall listen to all the words of all the tongues which all men have ever spoken and will speak -- the lost word is never heard.  Were it but a word, but THE WORD, the great secret, the unknowalbeness which the great architect sets before his children, a will O' the wisp to follow, a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  Never here is it to be found, but the search for it is the reason for life.

